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Article I.  BUILDING  

Section  

 Reserved.   
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Article II.  PLANNING / ZONING  

A.C.A § 14-17-209. Zoning Ordinance – Board of zoning adjustment.  

(a) The County Planning Board shall have authority to prepare, or to cause to be prepared, a 
zoning Ordinance for all or part of the unincorporated area of the County, which 
Ordinance shall include both a map and a text.  The zoning Ordinance may evaluate the 
location, height, bulk, number of stories, and the size of the building; open space; lot 
coverage; density and distribution of population; and the uses of land, buildings, and 
structures.  It may require off-street parking and loading.  It may provide for districts of 
compatible uses, for large scale unified development, for the control and elimination of 
uses not in conformance with provisions of the Ordinance, and for such other matters as 
are necessary to the health, safety, and general welfare of the County.  The zoning 
Ordinance shall designate districts or zones of such shape, size, or characteristic as 
deemed advisable for all, or part, of the unincorporated area of the County.  The 
regulations imposed within each district or zone shall be uniform throughout the district 
or zone. 
 

.       .       .        

 

A.C.A. § 14-17-210. Jurisdiction over unincorporated areas.  

The County Planning Board shall have the exclusive zoning and planning jurisdiction over all 
unincorporated areas lying within a County and along a navigable stream notwithstanding the 
fact that such areas may be within five (5) miles of the corporate limits of a city having a 
planning commission if the unincorporated areas are lands upon which a new community has 
been or is being developed with funds guaranteed, in whole or in part, by the federal government 
under Title IV of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968 or under Title VII of the 
Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970. 

 

Section 

1320.00 All preliminary plats and final plats in the non-incorporated areas of the 
County shall be submitted to Pope County 9-1-1 business office for review 
and addressing.  

1320.01 Pope County master plan.  
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§ 1320.00    ALL PRELIMINARY PLATS AND FINAL PLATS IN THE NON-
INCORPORATED AREAS OF THE COUNTY SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO POPE 
COUNTY 9-1-1 BUSINESS OFFICE FOR REVIEW AND ADDRESSING.  

1) The Quorum Court of Pope County hereby authorizes the Pope County 9-1-1 Department 
to review all preliminary plats in the non-incorporated areas of Pope County. 
 

2) It is ordered that all developer’s will be responsible for supplying one copy of the 
submitted plat’s in the non-incorporated areas of Pope County to the business office of 
the 9-1-1 Department. In return Pope County 9-1-1 will give the developer written 
acknowledgement as the street naming, and the date the preliminary was received. 
(Addresses are not assigned for preliminary plats, as the number of lots may change prior 
to the final plat.) 
 

3) Prior to submitting final plats to the Pope County 9-1-1 business office, it shall be the 
responsibility of the developer to supply four (4) copies of the plat to the office of 9-1-1 
for addressing purposes. 
 

4) When 9-1-1 has addressed the final plats (retaining one copy for their files), it will be the 
responsibility of the developer to provide one (1) copy to the Circuit Clerk’s office and 
one to the Post Office (retaining one (1) copy for themselves.) 
 

5) EMERGENCY CLAUSE. This Ordinance being necessary for the protection and preservation 
of public health and safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this Ordinance 
shall be in force and shall take effect upon passage and publication.  
(Ord. 1995-022, passed 04-06-1995) 
 

§ 1320.01    POPE COUNTY MASTER PLAN. 

1) PURPOSE. The Pope County Planning Board (the “Board” herein) hereby finds that it is 
necessary to create a County plan to promote the health, safety, convenience, prosperity, 
and welfare of the people of the County. The board further finds that the protection of the 
safety of the citizens is paramount and that Pope County anticipates in the near future 
large scale construction projects being undertaken. Due to the size and nature of these 
construction projects the board suggests implementing safety standards that are congruent 
with the current state and national standards to help protect the public health and safety of 
the citizens of Pope County. Further, these projects are likely to occur in areas close to 
existing municipalities where there is a significant likelihood that an annexation will 
occur extending the municipal boundaries to encompass said projects in the future and 
the board finds it prudent to create safety standards that are similar to those already 

http://aac.courtconnect.net/codeview/?county=POPE&document=1995-022
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utilized by such municipalities. The board hereby finds that the implementation of certain 
health and safety standards should be confined to projects exceeding anticipated 
aggregated cost of one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000.00) so as not to stifle 
development for projects with relatively less comparative advantages. 
 

2) POPE COUNTY MASTER PLAN. Any building, development or construction project 
(excluding any primary or secondary school facility or other publicly funded educational 
facility project) in which the anticipated aggregated costs exceed one hundred million 
dollars ($100,000,000.00) shall meet all standards and requirements set forth in the 
Arkansas Fire Prevention Code, 2012 edition (the “Code”). Such projects shall be known 
as the “Qualifying Projects” herein. Nothing in this Master Plan affects or is intended to 
affect any school district within Pope County. 
 
Any entity or general construction manager undertaking such a Qualifying Project shall 
submit a plan showing a summary description of the project details, which said 
description shall specifically include the site of the Qualifying Project. Upon submission 
of same the board shall review same and upon majority vote issue (or deny) a permit 
authorizing construction of said Qualifying Project. The permit shall be effective during 
the construction and development phase of the Qualifying Project provided that the entity 
complies with the standards set forth in the Code. Upon completion of the Qualifying 
Project, the permit shall continue to be effective for the operation of the building, 
development and/or facility subject to periodical compliance inspections as the board 
may adopt from time to time. In the event that an alleged violation occurs during the 
construction and development phase or after an operating permit is issued the board may 
issue notice to the operator of the Qualifying Project requesting that such violation be 
cured within 45 days. In the event that an alleged remedy is not cured to the satisfaction 
of the board within said time frame the board may recommend such actions to the 
Quorum Court as the board deems fit, including the imposition of a fine not to exceed 
five hundred dollars ($500.00) pursuant to A.C.A. § 14-14-805. 
 
The County Plan is consistent with the state plans and other related regional, County, and 
municipal plans, and school district boundaries in order to avoid inconvenience and 
economic waste and to assure a coordinated and harmonious development of the County, 
regions, and state. Nothing in this plan is intended to be contrary with state plans or other 
regional, County, or municipal plans existing on the date of adoption of this Ordinance. 
 

3) ADOPTION AND SEVERABILITY. The Pope County Master Plan outlined herein is hereby 
approved and adopted by the Pope County Quorum Court pursuant to A.C.A. §§ 14-17-
201. et seq. The provisions of this Ordinance are deemed to be severable. Any section, 
provision, article, or sentence declared to be void or illegal by a Court of competent 
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jurisdiction shall not affect the remaining sections, provisions, articles, or sentences of 
this Ordinance.  
 

4) EMERGENCY CLAUSE.  The Pope County Quorum Court hereby finds that currently the 
Russellville City Council is deliberating on procedures to annex the property detailed 
herein and has adopted a Resolution of Intent to annex property in which CNB intends to 
build a casino and resort. If proceedings are initiated to annex the property, such 
proceedings will (1) hinder Pope County’s ability to provide zoning and building 
restrictions to protect the safety and wellbeing of Pope County citizens; (2) hinder Pope 
County’s discretion, pursuant to this Ordinance, of approving permits for construction 
and operation of commercial structures contemplated herein; and (3) interfere with the 
terms and purpose of the Economic Development Agreement entered into between Pope 
County and CNB on August 13, 2019. Lastly, annexation would impact Pope County 
revenue, which through various allocations supports fire departments, emergency 
management, emergency transportation, public detainment centers, and other areas 
protecting the safety and well-being of Pope County citizens. Even if annexation 
proceedings are not imminent, the Master Plan is immediately necessary in order for 
Pope County to review any proposed construction and operating plans and ensure they 
meet standards which will protect the safety and well-being of its citizens. It is imperative 
for the County to protect and safeguard the safety and rights of its citizens, including 
contracts and agreements from which it has an expectation of benefits. Therefore, this 
Ordinance being necessary for the protection and preservation of public health, public 
peace, safety and/or the property of the people, an emergency is hereby declared to exist 
and this Ordinance shall be in force and shall take effect upon passage by the Quorum 
Court and approval by the County Judge 
(Ord. 2019-067, passed 11-07-2019)  

  

http://aac.courtconnect.net/codeview/?county=POPE&document=2019-067
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Article III.  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

A.C.A. §§ 14-173-101-105. City and County Economic Development Grant Authorization 
Act.  

 

A.C.A. §§ 14-169-901-903. Subchapter intention.  

It is the intention of this subchapter to permit municipal and County Government in the State of 
Arkansas to participate fully in the Community Development Act of 1974, specifically, but not 
limited to, community development activities eligible for assistance in section 105 of it, and to 
have their governing bodies exercise any and all powers conferred on housing authorities and 
urban renewal agencies, including, but not limited to: 

(1) Eminent domain; 
 
(2) Redevelopment activities; 
 
(3) Housing; 
 
(4) Public housing; 
 
(5) Urban renewal; and  
 
(6) Community development in its broadest sense.  

 

Section  

Reserved.  
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Article IV.  HOUSING  

A.C.A. §§ 14-54-1601-1606. The Affordable Housing Accessibility Act.  

 

A.C.A. §§ 16-123-201-210. Arkansas Fair Housing Act. 

 

Section  

Reserved 

  



POPE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Chapter 13 - Urban / Rural Development 

 

13-9 
 

Article V.  WATERCOURSE, DRAINAGE, IRRIGATION, FLOOD 
CONTROL SERVICES  

A.C.A. §§ 14-121-101-1110. Drainage Improvement Districts Generally. 

 

A.C.A. §§ 14-117-101-427. Arkansas Irrigation, Drainage, and Watershed Improvement 
District Act of 1949.  

 

A.C.A. § 14-16-112. Flood control improvements.  

(a) (1) The counties of this state are authorized and empowered to enter upon, take, and hold 
any lands or interest, easement or servitude therein, whether by purchase, grant, donation 
devise, or otherwise, that may be necessary and proper for the location, construction, 
operation, repair, or maintenance of any floodway, reservoir, spillway, levee or diversion, 
or other flood control improvements.  
 
(2) (A) In order to acquire such rights, easements, and servitudes, the counties are given 

the authority and power to condemn land or interest therein for these purposes.  
 
(B) In the event it becomes necessary for counties to exercise the right of eminent 
domain, condemnation proceedings shall be instituted and conducted in the same 
manner as provided in §§ 18-15-304—18-15-307.    
 

(b) Nothing in this section shall ever be so construed or applied as to relieve the federal 
government of any liability or responsibility which it has assumed by the passage of the 
Flood Control Act of May 15, 1928, or the Flood Control Act of June 15, 1936, or any 
other existing law, or any law that may hereafter be passed by the Congress of the United 
States.  

 

 Section  

 Reserved.  

  




