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VEHICLES FOR HIRE* 

 
 

Article I. In General 
 
Secs. 30-1--30-25. Reserved. 
 
 

Article II. Taxicabs and Limousines 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
Sec. 30-26. Definitions. 
Sec. 30-27. Penalty. 
Sec. 30-28. Enforcement. 
Sec. 30-29. Transfer of license. 
Secs. 30-30--30-45. Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
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Sec. 30-47. Application. 
Sec. 30-48. Public hearing. 
Sec. 30-49. Issuance. 
Sec. 30-50. Liability insurance required. 
Sec. 30-51. License fees. 
Sec. 30-52. Transferability. 
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Secs. 30-57--30-70. Reserved. 
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______ 
*Cross reference(s)--Emergency medical service board, § 2-831 et seq.; consumer protection, ch. 8; discrimination in places of 

transportation, § 18-76 et seq.; traffic and vehicles, ch. 28. 
State law reference(s)--Powers of home rule charter cities, Mo. Const. art. VI, § 19(a). 
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
Secs. 30-1--30-25. Reserved. 
 
 

ARTICLE II. TAXICABS AND 
LIMOUSINES 

 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

 
Sec. 30-26. Definitions. 
 
 The following words, terms and phrases, when 
used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the 
context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
 (1) Certificate means a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity issued by the 
city manager or his/her designee 
authorizing the holder thereof to conduct 
a taxicab business in the city. 

 
 (2) City license means the permission granted 

by the city manager or his/her designee to 
a person to drive a taxicab upon the 
streets of the city. 

 
 (3) Cruising means the driving of a taxicab 

on the streets, alleys or public places of 
the city in search of or soliciting 
prospective passengers for hire. 

 
 (4) Holder means a person to whom a 

certificate of public convenience and 
necessity has been issued. 

 
 (5) Limousine means a motor vehicle 

regularly engaged in the business of 
carrying passengers for hire on an on-call 
basis for a fixed rate or a rate based upon 
the time of use.  Such limousine shall be 
registered with the finance department as 
such. 

 
 (6) Limousine service means a business that 

operates limousines and has registered 
with the customer assistance department.  
To register with the customer assistance 
department a business or person wanting 
to operate a limousine service must give 
the customer assistance department 
sufficient information to determine that 
the service is necessary, and that the 
registration is not designed primarily to 

avoid the requirements for taxicabs, as 
contained in this chapter.  Any such 
business or person who fails to obtain 
proper registration with the customer 
assistance department, who otherwise is 
defined as a limousine, shall be defined 
as a taxicab and shall be subject to all 
requirements of taxicabs. 

 
 (7) Manifest means a daily record prepared 

by a taxicab driver of all trips made by 
the driver showing the time and place or 
origin, destination, number of passengers 
and the amount of fare of each trip. 

 
 (8) Non-metered taxicab means a “flat fee” 

taxicab or motor vehicle regularly 
engaged in the business of carrying 
passengers for hire, having a seating 
capacity of not more than five persons, 
exclusive of the driver, not operated on a 
fixed route, and specifically not a 
limousine as defined herein. 

 
 (9) Open stand means a public place 

alongside the curb of a street or 
elsewhere in the city which has been 
designated exclusively for the use of 
taxicabs. 

 
 (10) Rate card means a card issued for display 

in each taxicab which contains the rates 
of fare then in force. 

 
 (11) Taxicab means a taxicab or motor vehicle 

regularly engaged in the business of 
carrying passengers for hire, having a 
seating capacity of not more than five 
persons, exclusive of the driver, not 
operated on a fixed route, and 
specifically not a limousine as defined 
herein. 

 
 (12) Taximeter means a meter instrument or 

device attached to a taxicab which 
measures mechanically or electronically 
the distance driven and the waiting time 
upon which the fare is based. 

 
 (13) Waiting time means the time when a 

taxicab is not in motion from the time of 
discharge, but does not include any time 
that the taxicab is not in motion if due to 
any cause other than the request, act or 
fault of a passenger. 
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(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-13), 6-24-91; G.O. 
1581, 12-1-97; G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 Cross reference(s)--Definitions and rules of construction 
generally, § 1-2. 
 
Sec. 30-27. Penalty. 
 
 Any person, including the person's officers, 
employees or agents violating any of the 
provisions of this article shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof 
shall be fined not exceeding $500.00 or by 
imprisonment not exceeding 180 days or by both 
such fine and imprisonment. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-46), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-28. Enforcement. 
 
 It shall be the duty of the police chief, insofar 
as may be possible, to prevent any infractions of 
the provisions of this article, and he shall report 
any such infraction of this article or of the traffic 
ordinances of the city by the owner, chauffeur or 
operator of the vehicle for hire to the mayor and 
city council. 
(Code 1969, § 24-1(a); G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-29. Transfer of license. 
 
 No owner or operator of a taxicab or common 
carrier may delegate his license privilege to any 
lessee or deferred payment purchaser of such 
taxicab. Licenses issued or granted under this 
article shall be nonassignable and 
nontransferable. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-32), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Secs. 30-30--30-45. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 2. CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC 
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

 
Sec. 30-46. Required. 
 
 No person shall operate or permit a taxicab 
owned or controlled by him to be operated as a 
vehicle for hire upon the streets of the city 
without having first obtained a certificate of 
public convenience and necessity from the city 
manager or his/her designee. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(23-14), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 

Sec. 30-47. Application. 
 
 An application for a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity shall be filed with the 
city manager or his/her designee upon forms 
provided by the city, and the application shall be 
verified under oath and shall furnish the 
following information: 
 
 (1) The name and address of the applicant. 
 
 (2) The financial status of the applicant, 

including the amounts of all unpaid 
judgments against the applicant and the 
nature of the transaction or acts giving 
rise to the judgments. 

 
 (3) The experience of the applicant in the 

transportation of passengers. 
 
 (4) Any facts which the applicant believes 

tend to prove that public convenience and 
necessity require the granting of a 
certificate. 

 
 (5) The number of vehicles to be operated or 

controlled by the applicant and the 
location of proposed depots and 
terminals. 

 
 (6) Proof of common carrier, commercial 

carrier automobile or fleet insurance in 
the amount set forth in section 30-50. 

 
 (7) The color scheme or insignia to be used 

to designate the vehicles of the applicant. 
 
 (8) Such further information as the director 

may require. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(23-15), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-48. Public hearing. 
 
 Upon the filing of an application for a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity, 
the city manager or his/her designee shall fix a 
time and place for a public hearing thereon. 
Notice of such hearing shall be given to the 
applicant and to all persons to whom certificates 
of public convenience and necessity have been 
theretofore issued. Due notice shall also be given 
the general public by posting a notice of such 
hearing in the city clerk's office and by 
publishing the notice in a local newspaper of 
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general circulation. Any interested person may 
file with the director a memorandum in support 
of or opposition to the issuance of a certificate. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-16), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-49. Issuance. 
 
 (a) If the city manager or his/her designee 
finds that further taxicab service in the city is 
required by the public convenience and necessity 
and that the applicant is fit, willing and able to 
perform such public transportation and to 
conform the provisions of this article and the 
rules promulgated by the city manager or his/her 
designee a certificate stating the name and 
address of the applicant, the number of vehicles 
authorized under the certificate and the date of 
issuance; otherwise, the application shall be 
denied. 
 
 (b) In making the findings stated in subsection 
(a) of this section, the city manager or his/her 
designee shall take into consideration the number 
of taxicabs already in operation, whether existing 
transportation is adequate to meet the public 
need, the probable effect of increased service on 
local traffic conditions and the character, 
experience and responsibility of the applicant. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-17), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-50. Liability insurance required. 
 
 (a) No certificate of public convenience and 
necessity shall be issued or continued in 
operation unless there is in full force and effect a 
certificate of liability insurance for each vehicle 
authorized in the amount of $50,000.00 for bodily 
injury to any one person, in the amount of 
$100,000.00 for injuries to more than one person, 
which are sustained in the same accident and 
$50,000.00 for property damage resulting from 
any one accident. The certificate of insurance 
shall inure to the benefit of any person who shall 
be injured or who shall sustain damage to 
property proximately caused by negligence of a 
holder, his servants or agents. The certificate of 
insurance shall be filed in the office of the city 
manager or his/her designee and shall have as 
surety thereon an insurance company authorized 
to do business in the state. 
 
 (b) If such policy of insurance shall, for any 
reason, be canceled or shall expire or no longer 

be in force in such amounts, it shall be unlawful 
to operate any taxicab otherwise licensed to be 
operated until such insurance in such amounts 
shall have been procured and deposited with the 
city manager or his/her designee.  The holder of 
the certificate of public convenience shall cause 
his insurance carrier to mail a duplicate notice of 
cancellation to the director at least ten days prior 
thereto. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-18), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-51. License fees. 
 
 No certificate of public convenience and 
necessity shall be issued or continued in 
operation unless the holder thereof has paid an 
annual license fee as set forth in section 8-68. 
The license fees shall be for the calendar year and 
shall be in addition to any other license fees or 
charges established by proper authority and 
applicable to the holder or the vehicle under his 
operation and control. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-19), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-52. Transferability. 
 
 No certificate of public convenience and 
necessity may be sold, assigned, mortgaged or 
otherwise transferred. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-20), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-53. Effect of change of ownership of 

taxicab. 
 
 Change of ownership of or title to any taxicab 
shall automatically revoke any certificate of 
public convenience and necessity or license for 
the operation of such taxicab. The purchaser of 
any such taxicab may not operate such vehicle 
until he has applied for and been issued a new 
certificate and a new license. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-33), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-54. Replacement of taxicab. 
 
 (a) Authorized. The person to whom a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity 
and license is issued under this division may, by 
appropriate endorsement made thereon by the 
city manager or his/her designee, substitute 
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another taxicab in place of that for which the 
certificate and license is granted. 
 
 (b) Application. To obtain such endorsement, 
the holder of the certificate and license shall file 
a written application with the city manager or 
his/her designee setting forth the following: 
 
 (1) The name and address of the applicant. 
 
 (2) The make, type, year of manufacture, 

factory number, engine number, 
passenger seating capacity and state 
license number of both the substituted 
taxicab and the taxicab which is being 
replaced. 

 
 (3) The serial body numbers of the replaced 

vehicle. 
 
 (4) Whether there are any liens, mortgages or 

other encumbrances on the substituted 
taxicab and, if so, the amount and 
character thereof. 

 
 (c) Restrictions. The liability insurance shall 
be transferred to such substituted taxicab, and all 
other provisions of this article shall be complied 
with. The city manager or his/her designee may 
transfer the serial body number and the license 
identification card of the replaced taxicab to the 
substituted taxicab, but no such transfer may be 
made by the city manager or his/her designee 
until all other provisions of this article are 
complied with. The state certificate of title to the 
substituted vehicle shall be exhibited to the city 
manager or his/her designee when making such 
application. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-34), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-55. Suspension and revocation. 
 
 (a) A certificate issued under the provisions of 
this division may be revoked or suspended by the 
city manager or his/her designee if the holder 
thereof has: 
 
 (1) Violated any of the provisions of this 

article; 
 
 (2) Discontinued operations for more than 

ten days; or 
 

 (3) Violated any ordinance of the city or the 
laws of the United States or the state, the 
violations of which reflect unfavorably 
on the fitness of the holder to offer public 
transportation. 

 
 (b) Prior to suspension or revocation, the 
holder shall be given notice of the proposed 
action to be taken and shall have an opportunity 
to be heard. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-21), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-56. Prohibited activity. 
 
 Any individual or business entity that refers to 
itself as a "taxicab," "taxi" or "cab" without a 
fully operational taximeter on his/her/its vehicle 
or vehicles, or any individual or business entity 
that does not hold a non-metered taxicab license 
issued by the city, shall be subject to criminal 
prosecution in Municipal Court.  The minimum 
fine for this offense is $100.00 for the first 
offense, $250.00 for a second offense and up to 
30 days in the county jail within a 12 month 
period of time and $500.00 for a third offense 
within a 12 month period of time and up to 60 
days in the county jail. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Secs. 30-57--30-70. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 3. TAXICAB LICENSE – 
METERED AND NON-METERED 

 
Sec. 30-71. Required. 
 
 (a) No person shall operate a taxicab for hire 
upon the streets of the city and no person who 
owns or controls a taxicab shall permit it to be so 
driven and no taxicab licensed by the city shall be 
so driven at any time for hire, unless the driver of 
the taxicab shall have first obtained and shall 
have then in force a valid Missouri chauffeurs 
license issued under the provisions of this 
division, or a valid chauffeur license of another 
state, approved by the police chief or his/her 
designee, as well as a city taxicab license. 
 
 (b) In this division of the code of ordinances 
only, “taxicab” refers to a taxicab and a non-
metered taxicab. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-22(a)), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
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Sec. 30-72. Application. 
 
 (a) An application for a taxicab license shall 
be filed with the city manager or his/her designee 
on forms provided by the city, and such 
application shall be verified under oath and shall 
contain the following information: 
 
 (1) The names and addresses of four 

residents of the city who have known the 
applicant for a period of two years and 
who will vouch for the sobriety, honesty 
and general good character of the 
applicant. 

 
 (2) The experience of the applicant in the 

transportation of passengers. 
 
 (3) The educational background of the 

applicant. 
 
 (4) A concise history of his/her employment. 
 
 (5) A valid nationwide criminal background 

check shall be provided to the city within 
30 days of submission of license 
application. 

 
 (6) A copy of their Missouri chauffer license 

or that of another state, pending approval 
of it by the police chief. 

 
 (b) Submission of false information or data, on 
the license application shall result upon discovery 
by the city of the denial of a taxicab license or 
upon the discovery of false information by the 
city the immediate revocation of the taxicab 
license, pending an appeal by the license holder.  
This is a criminal offense punishable by a 
minimum fine of $500.00 and 180 days in jail in 
municipal court. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-23), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2378, 4-5-10; G.O. 2450, 11-28-11; G.O. 2849, 1-
29-18) 
 
Sec. 30-73. Current state operator's permit 

required. 
 
 Before any application for a taxicab license is 
finally passed upon by the city manager or his/her 
designee, the applicant shall be required to show 
that he/she has a current motor vehicle operator's 
license issued by the state of Missouri or another 
state, if approved by the police chief or his/her 
designee. 

(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-24), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2378, 4-5-10; G.O. 2450, 11-28-11 ) 
 
Sec. 30-74. Investigation. 
 
 (a) This requirement is enacted pursuant to 
Chapter 43, Section 43.535 RSMo. in order to 
regulate the issuance of taxicab and limousine 
driver’s licenses within the city limits.  All 
taxicab and limousine license applicants shall 
have a state and national fingerprint-based 
background check accomplished before they are 
issued a license to operate a vehicle for hire 
within the city limits.   
 
 (b) An applicant seeking to engage in the 
business of driving a taxicab or limousine for hire 
shall submit two sets of his/her fingerprints taken 
by an authorized third party, such as the 
Buchanan County Sheriff’s Office or the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, and sent to the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, Criminal Records 
& Identification Division, along with the 
appropriate fees. 
 
 (c) Upon receipt of the fingerprints and the 
appropriate fees, the Missouri State Highway 
Patrol, Criminal Records & Identification 
Division, will compare the subject’s or 
applicant’s fingerprints against its criminal file 
and, if no disqualifying conduct is found therein, 
submit the fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for a comparison with nationwide 
records.  The results of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation check will be returned to the 
Missouri State Highway Patrol, Criminal Records 
& Identification Division, which will disseminate 
the state and national results to the city’s legal 
department. 
 
 (d) The police and/or legal department, shall 
obtain a copy of the local traffic and police 
record of the applicant, if any, and shall attach it 
to the application.  They shall render a fitness 
determination based upon the results of the 
criminal background check, the local traffic and 
police record check and communicate its fitness 
determination to the city manager or his/her 
designee.  In rendering a fitness determination, 
the police and/or legal department shall decide 
whether the subject or applicant has been 
convicted of or is under pending indictment, 
complaint, information or pled guilty to of any of 
the following: 
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 (1) A crime(s) which bears upon his/her 
ability or fitness to serve in that capacity; 
or 

 
 (2) A felony or a misdemeanor which 

involved force or threat of force, 
controlled substances, or was a sex-
related offense; or 

 
 (3) A registered sex offender or child 

molester; or 
 
 (4) Multiple driving while intoxicated, 

driving while impaired, or driving under 
the influence of alcohol and/or drug 
offenses. 

 
 (e) A record subject may request and receive a 
copy of his/her criminal history record infor-
mation from the legal department.  Should the 
record subject seek to amend or correct his/her 
record, he/she must contact the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol, Criminal Records & Iden-
tification Division, for a Missouri state record or 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for records 
from other jurisdictions maintained in its file.  
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-25), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2378, 4-5-10; G.O. 2450, 11-28-11; G.O. 2704, 9-
3-13) 
 
Sec. 30-75. Approval or rejection. 
 
 The city manager or his/her designee shall 
upon consideration of the application and the 
reports and the certificate required to be attached 
thereto will approve or reject the application.  If 
the application is rejected, the applicant may 
request, a personal appearance before the city 
manager or his/her designee to offer evidence 
why his/her application should be reconsidered.  
If the applicant is dissatisfied with the decision of 
the city manager or his/her designee he has the 
right to appeal that decision to circuit court. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-26), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2378, 4-5-10; G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-76. Issuance; duration; fee. 
 
 (a) Upon approval of an application for a 
taxicab license, the city manager or his/her 
designee shall issue a St. Joseph Missouri photo 
identification license to the applicant which shall 
bear the name, address, date of birth, height, 
weight, age, signature and photograph of the 
applicant. 

 (b) Such license shall be in effect for the 
remainder of the calendar year. A license for 
every calendar year thereafter shall be issued 
upon the payment of the occupational or business 
license in Section 8-68, unless the license for the 
preceding year has been revoked.   
 
 (c) If said employee leaves the employ of one 
taxicab company to work for another or starts his 
own taxicab company he must reapply to obtain a 
new taxicab license. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-27), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2378, 4-5-10; G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-77. Display. 
 
 Every taxicab driver licensed under this 
division shall post his Missouri driver's license 
and taxicab license in such a place as to be in full 
view of all passengers while such driver is 
operating a taxicab. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-28), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-78. Compliance with laws. 
 
 Every taxicab driver licensed under this 
division shall comply with all city, state and 
federal laws. Failure to do so will justify the city 
manager or his/her designee suspending or 
revoking a license. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-30), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-79. Suspension and revocation. 
 
 The city manager or his/her designee is given 
the authority to suspend any taxicab driver's 
license issued under this division for a driver's 
failing or refusing to comply with the provisions 
of this article, such suspension to last for a period 
of not more than 90 days. The director is also 
given authority to revoke any taxicab license for 
failure to comply with the provisions of this 
article. However, a license may not be revoked 
unless the driver has received notice and has had 
an opportunity to present evidence in his behalf.  
Except if he provided false information on his 
application under Section 30-72 (c). 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-29), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Secs. 30-80--30-95. Reserved. 
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DIVISION 4. OPERATIONAL RULES 
 
Sec. 30-96. Operation by owner or employee. 
 
 (a) No taxicab shall be operated except by the 
owner thereof or by a duly authorized agent and 
employee of the owner, to whom such owner 
pays a fixed and definite wage or a fixed 
commission or percentage on the gross amount 
received from the operation of such taxicab or a 
combination of wage and commission. 
 
 (b) No owner of any taxicab shall enter into 
any contract, agreement, arrangement or 
understanding, express or implied, with any 
driver or operator by the terms of which such 
driver or operator pays to such owner a fixed or 
determinable sum per day, or otherwise for the 
use of such taxicab and is entitled to all or a 
portion of the proceeds of operation over and 
above the fixed and determinable sum. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-22(b)), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-97. Taxicab service brokers prohibited. 
 
 No person shall enter into any contract, 
agreement, arrangement or understanding, 
express or implied, with any owner whereby such 
person is assured a fixed income from the owner, 
regardless of the earnings of any taxicab operated 
by the owner and in return for which the person 
agrees to permit such owner to use any trade 
name or distinctive color or emblem on any 
taxicab or to permit such owner to use, in 
common with other owners, telephone facilities, 
stands, garaging and repair facilities or 
administrative or other services, commonly 
required in connection with the operation of 
taxicabs. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-22(c)), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-98. Vehicle equipment and 

maintenance. 
 
 Prior to the use and operation of any vehicle 
under the provisions of this article, every taxicab 
operated on the streets of the city shall be 
maintained in clean, safe and serviceable 
condition and in adequate repair. Each such 
taxicab shall be in compliance with the Motor 
Vehicle Safety Inspection law set forth in RSMo 
307.350 et seq., as amended, and show proof 
thereof. Each taxicab shall have two rear doors 

affording direct entrance to and exit from the 
passenger compartment and shall be so 
constructed and equipped that the occupants can 
be plainly seen from the outside at all times. The 
passenger compartment of each taxicab shall 
have an adequate light therein controlled by a 
suitable control in the passenger compartment. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-31), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-99. Designation of taxicabs. 
 
 Each taxicab shall bear on the outside of each 
rear door, in paint or permanent decal letters not 
less than two inches nor more than six inches in 
height, the name of the owner and, in addition, it 
may bear an identifying design approved by the 
city manager or his/her designee.  No vehicle 
covered by the terms of this article shall be 
licensed whose color scheme, identifying design, 
monogram or insignia to be used thereon shall, in 
the opinion of the city, conflicts with or imitate 
any color scheme, identifying design, monogram 
or insignia used on a vehicle already operating 
under this article in such a manner as to be 
misleading or tend to deceive the public. If such 
occurs, the license of or certificate covering such 
taxicab shall be suspended or revoked. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-35), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-100. Taximeter required on metered  
                     taxicabs. 
 
 All taxicabs operated under the authority of 
this article shall be equipped with taximeters 
fastened in front of the passengers, visible to 
them at all times, day and night. After sundown 
the face of the taximeter shall be illuminated. The 
taximeter shall be operated mechanically or 
electronically by a mechanism of standard design 
and construction, driven either from the 
transmission or from one of the front wheels by a 
flexible and permanently attached driving 
mechanism. The taximeters shall be sealed at all 
points and connections which, if manipulated, 
would affect their correct reading and recording. 
Each taximeter shall have thereon a flag to denote 
when the vehicle is employed and when it is not 
employed, and it shall be the duty of the driver to 
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throw the flag of such taximeter into a 
nonrecording position at the termination of each 
trip. The taximeters shall be subject to inspection 
by and comply with the state department of 
agriculture, division of weights and measures, 
and its rules and regulations and show proof 
thereof that the taximeter has been regularly 
inspected. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-36), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-101. Rates of fare; rate card required. 
 
 (a) Compliance with rates required. No 
owner, operator or driver of any taxicab shall 
carry any passenger within the limits of the city 
for a rate more than the rate fixed in this section. 
 
 (b) Rate. The rate shall be as follows: 
 
 (1) For the first one mile or fraction thereof, 

$2.50. 
 
 (2) For each additional one-tenth mile or 

fraction thereof, $0.30. 
 
 (3) For each additional one minute of waiting 

time, $0.30. 
 
 (4) For each passenger over two an 

additional $1.00. 
 
 (5) Per trip surcharge daily between 9:00 

p.m. and 6:00 a.m. all Sundays and six 
holidays (New Years, Memorial, 
Independence, Labor, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas days), $0.75. 

 
 (c) Waiting time. Waiting time shall include 
the time when the taxicab is not in motion from 
the time of acceptance of the passenger to the 
time of discharge, but no charge shall be made 
for the time lost because of inefficiency of the 
taxicab or driver or traffic. However, a taxicab 
responding to a telephone call shall make no 
charge for the first three minutes of waiting time 
prior to the arrival of the passenger. No charge 
shall be made for waiting time prior to the time 
set for the arrival of the intending passenger at 
the time of calling the taxicab. 
 
 (d) Determination of fare. Any and all fares 
charged for taxicab service in the city shall be 
computed and determined by the taximeter 
reading taken on the identical trip for which such 

charge is made. Any and all fares charged for 
taxicab service in the city for one hour or more 
than one hour shall be arranged in advance by 
agreement between the driver and the passenger.  
Non-metered taxicabs fares will not be controlled 
by the city. 
 
 (e) Flat rate metered taxicabs are not allowed. 
 
 (f) Violation. It shall be unlawful for any 
person to charge or attempt to charge a passenger 
a higher fare than that to which the taxicab is 
entitled under the provisions of this article, and 
any person who shall collect any fare more than 
the rate provided in this section shall be punished 
as provided by this article. 
 
 (g) Card required. Every taxicab operated 
under this article shall have a rate card setting 
forth the authorized rates of fare displayed in 
such a place to be in view of all passengers. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-37), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-102. Receipts. 
 
 The driver of any taxicab shall, upon demand 
by the passenger, render to such passenger a 
receipt for the amount charged, either by a 
mechanically printed receipt or by a specially 
prepared receipt, on which shall be the name of 
the owner, license number or motor number, 
amount of meter reading or charges and date of 
transaction. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-38), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-103. Refusal of passenger to pay legal 

fare. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to 
pay the legal fare of any taxicab after having 
hired the taxicab, and it shall be unlawful for any 
person to hire any taxicab with intent to defraud 
the person from whom it is hired of the value of 
such service. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-39), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-104. Solicitation, acceptance and 

discharge of passengers. 
 
 (a) Solicitation of passengers by driver. No 
taxicab driver shall solicit passengers for a 
taxicab, except when sitting in the driver's 
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compartment of such taxicab or while standing 
immediately adjacent to the curb side thereof. 
The driver of any taxicab shall remain in the 
driver's compartment or immediately adjacent to 
his vehicle at all times when such vehicle is upon 
the public street, except that when necessary a 
driver may be absent from his taxicab for not 
more than five consecutive minutes. Nothing in 
this subsection shall be held to prohibit any 
driver from alighting to the street or sidewalk for 
the purpose of assisting passengers into or out of 
such vehicle. 
 
 (b) Prohibited solicitation. No driver shall 
solicit patronage in a loud, boisterous or 
annoying tone of voice or by sign or in any 
manner annoy any person or obstruct the 
movement of any person or traffic or follow any 
person for the purpose of soliciting patronage. 
 
 (c) Receipt and discharge of passengers on 
sidewalk only. Drivers of taxicabs shall not 
receive or discharge passengers in the roadway, 
but shall pull up to the right-hand sidewalk as 
nearly as possible or, in the absence of a 
sidewalk, to the extreme right-hand side of the 
road and there receive or discharge passengers. 
However, upon one-way streets, passengers may 
be discharged at either the right-hand or left-hand 
sidewalk or side of the roadway in the absence of 
a sidewalk. 
 
 (d) Cruising. A driver may cruise in search of 
passengers except in areas and such times as shall 
be designated by the director of public works and 
transportation or his or her designee. Such areas 
and times shall only be designated when the 
director of public works and transportation finds 
that taxicab cruising would not congest traffic or 
be dangerous to pedestrians and other vehicles. 
 
 (e) Solicitation of other common carrier 
passengers. No driver, owner or operator shall 
solicit passengers at the terminal of any other 
common carrier or at any intermediate points 
along any established route of any other common 
carrier. 
 
 (f) Additional passengers. No driver shall 
permit any other person to occupy or ride in the 
taxicab, unless the person first employing the 
taxicab shall consent to the acceptance of 
additional passengers. 
 

 (g) Restriction on number of passengers. No 
driver shall permit more persons to be carried in a 
taxicab as passengers than the rated seating 
capacity of his taxicab as stated in the license for 
the vehicle issued by the department of finance. 
 
 (h) Refusal to carry orderly passengers. No 
driver shall refuse or neglect to convey any 
orderly person, upon request, unless previously 
engaged or unable or forbidden by the provisions 
of this article to do so. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-40), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-105. Open stands--Establishment and 

use. 
 
 (a) The director of public works and 
transportation is authorized and empowered to 
establish open stands in such places upon the 
streets of the city as he deems necessary for the 
use of taxicabs operated in the city. The director 
shall not create an open stand without taking into 
consideration the need for such stands by the 
companies and the convenience to the general 
public. The director shall prescribe the number of 
cabs that shall occupy such open stands. The 
director shall not create an open stand in front of 
any place of business where the abutting property 
owners object to the stand or where such stand 
would tend to create a traffic hazard. 
 
 (b) Open stands shall be used by the different 
drivers on a first come, first served basis. The 
driver shall pull on to the open stand from the 
rear and shall advance forward as the cabs ahead 
pull off. Drivers shall stay within five feet of 
their cabs; they shall not solicit passengers or 
engage in loud or boisterous talk while at an open 
stand. Nothing in this article shall be construed as 
preventing a passenger from boarding the cab of 
his choice that is parked at an open stand. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-41), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-106. Same --Use by other vehicles. 
 
 Private or other vehicles for hire shall not at 
any time occupy the space upon the streets that 
has been established as an open stand for 
taxicabs. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-42), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
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Sec. 30-107. Service. 
 
 All persons engaged in the taxicab business in 
the city operating under the provisions of this 
article shall render an overall service to the 
public desiring to use taxicabs.  Holders of 
certificates of public convenience and necessity, 
and non-metered taxicab business license holders, 
shall maintain a central place of business and 
keep the business open 24 hours a day for the 
purpose of receiving calls and dispatching cabs. 
They shall answer all calls received by them for 
services inside the corporate limits of the city as 
soon as they can do so. If the services cannot be 
rendered within a reasonable time, they shall then 
notify the prospective passengers how long it will 
be before the call can be answered and give the 
reason therefor. Any holder who shall refuse to 
accept a call anywhere in the corporate limits of 
the city at any time when such holder has 
available cabs or who shall fail or refuse to give 
overall service shall be deemed in violation of 
this article, and the certificate granted to such 
license holder, or to a non-metered taxicab 
license holder, shall be suspended or revoked at 
the discretion of the city manager or his/her 
designee. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-43), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11 ) 
 
Sec. 30-108. Manifests. 
 
 (a) Every taxicab driver shall maintain a daily 
manifest upon which are recorded all trips made 
each day, showing the time and place of origin 
and destination of each trip and the amount of 
fare, and all such completed manifests shall be 
returned to the owner by the driver at the 
conclusion of his tour of duty. The forms for each 
manifest shall be furnished to the driver by the 
owner and shall be of a character approved by the 
city manager or his/her designee. 
 
 (b) Every holder of a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity or non-metered 
taxicab license shall retain and preserve all 
drivers' manifests in a safe place for at least the 
calendar year next proceeding the current 
calendar year, and the manifests shall be 
available to the city manager or his/her designee. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-44), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
 
 

Sec. 30-109. Advertising on taxicabs. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any owner or operator 
of a taxicab to permit any banner or other 
advertising matter to be affixed to or painted on 
such taxicab, except such advertising matter as 
such person may desire to use for the advertising 
of such person's system of operating his taxicabs.  
However, any person engaged in the business of 
advertising on taxicabs or other motor vehicles 
for hire shall be permitted to place advertising on 
the rear trunk lid of taxicabs or other motor 
vehicles for hire, provided the advertising shall 
be carried in a suitable metal bracket, not 
exceeding outside dimensions of 25 inches by 39 
inches. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 877, § 1(24-45), 6-24-91; G.O. 
2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Secs. 30-110--30-119.  Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 5. LIMOUSINES, GENERALLY 
 

Sec. 30-120. Required. 
 
 No person shall operate a limousine for hire 
upon the streets of the city and no person who 
owns or controls a limousine shall permit it to be 
so driven and no limousine licensed by the city 
shall be so driven at any time for hire, unless the 
driver of the limousine shall have first obtained 
and shall have then in force a valid Missouri 
chauffer’s license or valid chauffer license of 
another state approved by the police chief or his 
designee and a city limousine license. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-121. Application. 
 
 (a) An application for a limousine license shall 
be filed with the city manager or his/her designee 
on forms provided by the city, and such 
application shall be verified under oath and shall 
contain the following information: 
 
 (1) The names and addresses of four 

residents of the city who have known the 
applicant for a period of two years and 
who will vouch for the sobriety, honesty 
and general good character of the 
applicant. 
 

 (2) The experience of the applicant in the 
transportation of passengers. 
 



VEHICLES FOR HIRE 
 §30-126 
 

 
 (5/1/19) 

CD30:13 

 (3) The educational background of the 
applicant. 

 
 (4) A concise history of his employment. 
 
 (5) A valid nationwide criminal background 

check shall be provided to the city within 
30 days of submission of a license 
application. 

 
 (6) A copy of their Missouri chauffer license 

or that of another state, pending approval 
of it by the police chief. 

 
 (b) Submission of false information or data, on 
the license application shall result upon discovery 
by the city in the denial of a limousine license or 
upon the discovery of false information by the 
city the immediate revocation of the limousine 
license pending an appeal by the license holder.  
This is a criminal offense punishable by a 
minimum fine of $500.00 and 180 days in jail in 
municipal court.   
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11; G.O. 2849, 1-29-18) 
 
Sec. 30-122. Current state operator's permit 

required. 
 
 Before any application for a limousine license 
is finally passed upon by the city manager or 
his/her designee the applicant shall be required to 
show that he has a current motor vehicle 
chauffer’s license issued by the state of Missouri 
or another state if approved by the police chief or 
his designee. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-123. Investigation. 
 
 The police department or city legal department 
shall review the national criminal background 
check of each applicant for a limousine license, 
and a report of such investigation and a copy of 
the traffic and police record of the applicant, if 
any, shall be attached to the application for the 
consideration of the city manager or his/her 
designee. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-124. Liability insurance required. 
 
 (a) No limousine license shall be issued or 
continued unless there is in full force and effect a 
certificate of liability insurance for each vehicle 
authorized in the amount of $50,000.00 for bodily 

injury to any one person, in the amount of 
$100,000.00 for injuries to more than one person, 
which are sustained in the same accident and 
$50,000.00 for property damage resulting from 
any one accident. The certificate of insurance 
shall inure to the benefit of any person who shall 
be injured or who shall sustain damage to 
property proximately caused by negligence of a 
holder, his servants or agents. The certificate of 
insurance shall be filed in the office of the 
director of customer assistance and shall have as 
surety thereon an insurance company authorized 
to do business in the state. 
 
 (b) If such policy of insurance shall, for any 
reason, be canceled or shall expire or no longer 
be in force in such amounts, it shall be unlawful 
to operate any limousine otherwise licensed to be 
operated until such insurance in such amounts 
shall have been procured and deposited with the 
director of customer assistance. The license 
holder shall cause his insurance carrier to mail a 
duplicate notice of cancellation to the director at 
least ten days prior thereto. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-125. Approval or rejection. 
 
 The city manager or his/her designee shall, 
upon consideration of the application approve or 
reject the application. If the application is 
rejected, the applicant may request a personal 
appearance before the city manager or his/her 
designee to offer evidence why his application 
should be reconsidered. If the applicant is 
dissatisfied with the decision of the city manager 
or his/her designee he has the right to appeal that 
decision to circuit court. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-126. Issuance; duration; fee. 
 
 (a) Upon approval of an application for a 
limousine license, the city manager or his/her 
designee shall issue a St. Joseph Missouri photo 
identification limousine license to the applicant 
who shall bear the name, address, date of birth, 
height, weight, age signature and photograph of 
the applicant.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



ST. JOSEPH CODE 
§30-107 
 

 
(5/1/19) 

CD30:12 

 
 
 (b) Such license shall be in effect for the 
remainder of the calendar year. A license for 
every calendar year thereafter shall be issued 
upon the payment of the occupational or business 
license in Section 8-67, unless the license for the 
preceding year has been revoked. 
 
 (c) If said employee leaves the employ of one 
limousine company to work for another or starts 
his own limousine company he must reapply and 
obtain a new limousine license. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-127. Display. 
 
 Every limousine driver licensed under this 
division shall post his Missouri driver's license 
and limousine license in such a place as to be in 
full view of all passengers while such driver is 
operating a limousine. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-128. Compliance with laws. 
 
 Every limousine driver licensed under this 
division shall comply with all city, state and 
federal laws. Failure to do so will justify the city 
manager or his/her designee suspending or 
revoking a license. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-129. Suspension and revocation. 
 
 The city manager or his/her designee is given 
the authority to suspend any limousine license 
issued under this division for a driver's failing or 
refusing to comply with the provisions of this 
article, such suspension to last for a period of not 
more than 90 days. The city manager or his/her 
designee is also given authority to revoke any 
limousine license for failure to comply with the 
provisions of this article. However, a limousine 
license may not be revoked unless the driver has 
received notice and has had an opportunity to 
present evidence in his behalf.  Except if he 
provided false information on his application 
under Section 30-121(c). 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-130. Receipts. 
 
 The driver of any limousine shall, upon 
demand by the passenger, render to such 

passenger a receipt for the amount charged, either 
by a mechanically printed receipt or by a 
specially prepared receipt, on which shall be the 
name of the owner, limousine license number, 
date of transaction and the amount. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-131. Refusal of passenger to pay legal 

fare. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to 
pay the legal fare of any limousine after having 
hired the limousine and it shall be unlawful for 
any person to hire any limousine with intent to 
defraud the person from whom it is hired of the 
value of such service. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-132. Solicitation, acceptance and 

discharge of passengers. 
 
 (a) Solicitation of passengers by driver. No 
limousine driver shall solicit passengers for a 
limousine, except when sitting in the driver's 
compartment of such limousine or while standing 
immediately adjacent to the curb side thereof. 
The driver of any limousine shall remain in the 
driver's compartment or immediately adjacent to 
his vehicle at all times when such vehicle is upon 
the public street, except that when necessary a 
driver may be absent from his taxicab for not 
more than five consecutive minutes. Nothing in 
this subsection shall be held to prohibit any 
driver from alighting to the street or sidewalk for 
the purpose of assisting passengers into or out of 
such vehicle. 
 
 (b) Prohibited solicitation. No driver shall 
solicit business in a loud, boisterous or annoying 
tone of voice or by sign or in any manner to 
annoy any person or obstruct the movement of 
any person or traffic or follow any person for the 
purpose of soliciting business. 
 
 (c) Receipt and discharge of passengers on 
sidewalk only. Drivers of taxicabs shall not 
receive or discharge passengers in the roadway, 
but shall pull up to the right-hand sidewalk as 
nearly as possible or, in the absence of a 
sidewalk, to the extreme right-hand side of the 
road and there receive or discharge passengers.  
However, upon one-way streets, passengers may 
be discharged at either the right-hand or left-hand 
sidewalk or side of the roadway in the absence of 
a sidewalk. 
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 (d) Cruising. No driver shall cruise in search 
of passengers except in such areas and at such 
times as shall be designated by the director of 
public works and transportation. Such areas and 
times shall only be designated when the director 
finds that taxicab cruising would not congest 
traffic or be dangerous to pedestrians and other 
vehicles. 
 
 (e) Additional passengers. No limousine driver 
shall permit any more than one person to occupy 
or ride in the limousine, unless the person has the 
consent of the passenger who employed the 
limousine.  
 
 (g) Restriction on number of passengers. No 
driver shall permit more persons to be carried in a 
limousine as passengers than the rated seating 
capacity of his limousine as stated in the license 
for the vehicle issued by the customer assistance 
department.  
 
 (h) Refusal to carry orderly passengers. No 
driver shall refuse or neglect to convey any 
orderly person, upon request, unless previously 
engaged or unable or forbidden by the provisions 
of this article to do so. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
Sec. 30-133. Service hours. 
 
 All persons engaged in the limousine business 
in the city operating under the provisions of this 
article shall render an overall service to the 
public desiring to use limousines. Holders of 
limousine licenses shall maintain a central place 
of business and keep the business open a 
minimum of 18 hours a day from 6:00 a.m. to 
12:00 midnight for the purpose of receiving calls. 
They shall answer all calls received by them for 
services inside the corporate limits of the city as 
soon as they can do so. If the services cannot be 
rendered within a reasonable time, they shall then 
notify the prospective passengers how long it will 
be before the call can be answered and give the 
prospective passenger a reason.  Any limousine 
operator who shall refuse to accept a call 
anywhere in the corporate limits of the city at any 
time when such holder has available limousines 
or who shall fail or refuse to give overall service 
shall be deemed in violation of this article, and 
subject to suspension of his limousine license at 
the discretion of the city manager or his/her 
designee. 

(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
Sec. 30-134. Manifests. 
 
 (a) Every limousine business or driver shall 
maintain a daily manifest upon which are 
recorded all trips made each day, showing the 
time and place of origin and destination of each 
trip and the amount of fare, and all such 
completed manifests shall be returned to the 
owner if their owner is not the driver at the 
conclusion of his shift. The forms for each 
manifest shall be furnished to the driver by the 
owner and shall be of a character approved by the 
director of customer assistance or his/her 
designee. 
(G.O. 2450, 11-28-11) 
 
 

ARTICLE III. ST. JOSEPH TRANSIT 
SYSTEM 

 
Sec. 30-135. Transit fares and other charges. 
 
 (a) Transit fares.  The fares for St. Joseph 
Transit shall be as follows: 
 
 (1) Adult   ....................................... $1.00* 
 
 (2) Youth and students  
  (6-18 years old) ................................ $0.80* 
 
 (3) Seniors(over 60)/medicare/ 
  disabled  ....................................... $0.50* 
 
 (4) Transfer, when fare is paid .................. Free 
 
 (5) Children age five and under,  
  when accompanied by a  
  fare paying passenger .......................... Free 
 
  *Route deviation will be an additional $0.50 for 
each deviation. 
 
 (b) Transit monthly passes.  Fees for monthly 
transit passes shall be as follows: 
 
 (1) Adult    ............................ $40.00* 
 
 (2) Youth and students 
  (6-18 years old)  ............................ $35.00* 
 
 (3) Seniors(over 60)/medicare/ 
  disabled   ............................ $20.00* 
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 Monthly passes allow for unlimited rides but 
will not include deviation fees. 
  *Route deviation will be an additional $0.50 for 
each deviation. 
 
 (c) Missouri Western State University access 
ridership.  The annual fee charged will be billed on 
a semester basis and assessed as follows: 
 
 (1) Up to 19,350 rides,  
  annually   ............................... $11,800.00 
 
 (2) 19,351 to 24,500 rides, 
  annually   ............................... $14,950.00 
 
 (3) 24,501 to 29,000 rides, 
  annually   ............................... $17,700.00 
 
 (4) 29,001 to 34,500 rides, 
  annually   ............................... $20,750.00 
(Gen. Ord. No. 1018, § 1(22-20), 9-28-92; G.O. 
1816, 2-21-01; G.O. 2026, 6-7-04; G.O. 2257, 9-
24-07; G.O. 2817, 8-15-16) 
 
Sec. 30-136. Minimum age of passengers. 
 
 Any person under the age of six shall not be 
allowed to use or access the fixed route transit 
system unless accompanied by a responsible 
person who is at least 12 years of age. 
(Gen. Ord. No. 1136, § 1(22-18), 9-22-93; G.O. 
2817, 8-15-16) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


	VEHICLES FOR HIRE*
	Article I. In General
	Article III. St. Joseph Transit System
	ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
	ARTICLE II. TAXICABS AND LIMOUSINES



